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And when they came to the borders of Fordanthat are in the land of 
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Now that Scotland is this day delivered out. of the hands of 
her enemies (the worſt of med)" to whom the Lord had fold her 
theſe ten years paſt in the fierceneſs of his anger 3. and by her 
moſt righteous Kings  Ferurn from the wilderneſs (forthe fins of 
bwpeope) oy the glory. of his Throne, ahd magnificence of his 
ar yh of his Lords and Counſellors. ugeo 

bing, __ 4 -hjs.nnof gracions gaodneſ reſtored £9 hepan- 
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Cleanſe your and former times hearts, counſels and ways, of 


that unparalle'd and never the like heard of before, ſeizing up- 


ontheLords Anointed «tf Holmbj-Houfe,and carrying bim'adour 
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bands, andclofing him up at laſt in thefle of Wight , which was 
(as the Iſle of Patmos to S. Fobn the Divine) the place of heavens 
Revelations to his holy ſoul, againſt the farther evil day, and the 
weight and ſtrength of his conſolations by the mining of An- 


all the Cities of the wicked Phififtims, with bloudy heares'and + 


gels,againlt che day of bis ſuflerings bythe hand of menrirough 


Divine permiſſion.  - 


and uncharitable fortaking of your Churches prayers 'and-cons 
currence, for the better encoagement of that Expedition and 
Army, anno 1648 , for relief of his late Majefties Perfon' our” of 
che aforeſaid Ile of Wight. I OE 


Moreover”, put in yours and former 'times plez'iti the Court 


tings, and contrivingss and Cabinet-connſels at the Lady Humes 
houſe at Edzzburgband elſewhere ( as is generally reported and 
affirmed) with Sar Lucifer and Tyrant. from hell for a ſcourge 
to the Nations, concerning that abominable Regicide, and hor- 


_ridbloudy murder of the late King ; and the fincerity of yours 
and their Proteſtations againſt the fame, the day of his Cullvinn, 
- Intoken of your deteſtation thereof... oo 


| Andlaftly , vindicate or condemn former times deportments 


eo your preſent Lord and King , in thoſe two Battels at Dznbar 


- and Worcefter, ih withdrawing his Princely care and command, 


wiſdom and courage from the firlt , (whether upon the terms 


that Davids Captains and Army did to. him-at Mabanaim : mn 


their marching againſt his rebellious ſon Abſalom, (beaitiſe that 
he was heli * his people, and his life worth ir 
theirs) or upon the account of ſuſpeted diſloyalty by the ufar- 
agent his Government , and Command of his Militia and 
orces, contrary tothe Royal Prerogatiye and eſſential right of 
And in weakning his Armics in rhe laſt Barzel of 

Worceſter ,_ by withdrawing of ſeveral Forces from his Camp at 
Sterling before their marching to England; albeit atthat _ 
the 


nl I Anſwer to that Obje&on, of ſaſpe&ed diſloyalty, 


of heaven, and declare before God and his holy Angels, and the 
children of men , your andtheir innocencie, in thoſe deep plot- 
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Seotland could tiot without their Head the HALT him 
in. open Battel, or flying Skirmiſh. ;. yet loyalty, common wil- 
dom and wes”, 2:5 haveJjoyned to go intq'England. with 
theinyaliant reſolute Pyirice 3. if not to detear thatiwicked pazty 
_ there, yet to haye eaſed.their own Nation of his gonſuming-vio» | 
. lence by way of diverſion. And whether the unfortunateeyenc 
_ of thoſe two fatal diſmal days,was through want of Military skill, 
Nothful negligence, or otherwiſe. 3. or by wilful ignozance., and 
grofs,downright,deſperate and difloyal careleſneſs, which 3sno- 
thing leſs then Treaſon againſt King and. Country,,,and Murder 
of ſo many-preciousſfouls.'. Sure it is , want of, cqurageand re- 
folation in thoſe ewo valiant Armies, was not the cauſe. 
And now to ſpeak but this once more , and let nor the moſt 
honourable Parliament be offended. . Declare your deep ſenſe 
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of, and ſympathie with the Peoples deplorable ſufferings theſe 
22 years paſt, in their Fortunes and Eſtates, and disburſments for 
you and former times :- And that in your righteouſneſs to the 
Law of Nature, Nations, and Faith amongſt, men, and common 
- honeſty amongſt Chriſtians without frand or violence, and ho- 
nour of. Parliaments and Parliamentary Promuſes. and Proteſta- 
tions before heaven and earth, You will reſolve, before diffol- 
ving, upon the ſpeedieſt effe&ual ways of Sarisfaftion of the 
Debts of thoſe,who are now utterly ruined in their former pre=- 
tious efteem in the world , and plentiful condition beyond their 
oeighbowe? ; and by whoſe ſufterings., a publike calamity. doth 
, follow to many ſcores of poor Orphans. and deſolate Widows, 
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through their truſt to them for the Publike. | 
_ Asthe generality of Scotland may and can witneſs heaven and 
rth of their innocencie in all theſe things, and with' honeſt 
hearts may comfort themſelves, in theirconfcientious Loyalty 
| toGod and his Vicegereats in tlieir generations upon earth , e- 
qually with any other People or Subje& whatſoever :- ſo in cha» 
rity itmay be conceived, that other States-men and then Rulers 
for the time, and the now preſent Heads of the Tribes of 1/raet 
 inParliament aflembled, are likewiſe ſo. - Yet the ſmoaking for- 
nace of that ſtinking ſmell of the worlds Reproach and Oppro- 
bry to Seotlandinall theſe matters £ is not to this day, nor "hh 
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xttordidip" tothe wickedneſs of their 'thdeavorrs': Lee theit 
houſes be mide dung-hills, atid their morhers childlefs , wich 
the perpetual note of ſhame and i gens in all their remem- 
brances;by the charaFers of The ſons of eroboans who madelſracl 
#0 fir, and Of Frrlas-1ſturior who Fon Chriſt nd his Anointed, 
and of that Dathan' and: Abiram , Shieh werefamottf in the'con> 
grepation, tend ftroue againſt Moſes ar Aaron inthe Rwy of Cor 


rah,artd aytinft the Lord ; and they became a fighe. 
And byTo' doing; Gol in his ertich amd: hitce thall be honons 


red; the htare SIE Kins ſhall overflow in affe@tiots and real 


eothe #dfire of his $Ficople , through a fill perfivaſion of their _ 
former and fhtvreLoyalty ; your Publike Faith to many honefi- 


hearced men in thdt Cauſe (bitherto too minch'flighted and neg- 
le&ed by former timmes/and yortr ſelves) ſhall be by his goodneſs 
{hd eotifeiit fativfied;” The hour of Scitland-ſhall be  vindica- 


red From lyitigeand feandalons reprozches of the wicked ſons of 


Balaam ; yea, the earthſhall be at reft'and quiet”, the Firtrees 
arid Cethits of -Lebanon ſhall rej Joyce ; andall the Tribes'sf- If 
rhel in his Majefties Dothiniois ſhall ſay and fing, -This'day'we 


perceive that theLofd isamhongſt ths, ecu by the balls of - 


char Srevt AThr of; of the National Covenant, amv 1639: 
ndrby the TEGHESHU Covetiane, attho 1643 , you-and'fo ner 
Ritlers tevenoteotn{nitted fhistye + 468 the Lords ih 45s 
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ovenants, were not made by yon , to the change of Religion 
oc Government, By titzwfal Bari-offerings of worſhipto any 
other God, or homage toany other Governour; but fora wit- 
neſs of holy emulation between you and your Brethren, for the 
Farther propagation of the Goſpel, nd juſt Reformation in the 
timeof dangerous fecurity and deadnefs, or fear of backtiding 
fFom your firft bye toChrift your Redeemer. 

' And if in thisday of your General Meeting, ( as the Repre- 
fentative of your Nation) you do not thus deelareand judge as 
aforeſnd , and that your hearts and tongues be nor valiant for 


| truth to God and man ; for the honour of God, and your'King 


ad Nation , (which was the very fundamental of all your Co- 
venatts, and the Morto of your difplayed Batmers upon every 
mountain and hill ) 'and ar this time of reſtoring of all things, 
yon be filent in your Countries behalf, againft thoſe ſerpentine 
hearts of birterneſs, and razers, fwords, and coals of Juniper of 
fiety tongues at home and abroad, in thoſe rheir former and 
prefent $r onne ſcoffings, mockings, and revilmgs of your 

ation, and thouſands of innocent honeft-hearted people chere, 
npon that their ſaſpe&ed acconnr of former times diſloyalty, 
forfaking , and rebelling againſt God and his Vicegerent your 
Native Prince : Then what may they ſay , but.that you are 
wrapt up'mth others in the Tame guiltinefs , and that ſzcb one! 
4s heep the Izw contend with the wicked ? x 
--His Majefties vraciohs Tadulgence to ſome by Pardon, in this 


| diyof theLordsYeliverancers himſelf, 'may exemprt.from'the 


il of puniſhment of men , butnot from cheevil of fin before 
God, of fhame'amongft others in thelike tranſgrefſion': yea, 
che Pardon'preſuppoſes their confelſed Guiltineſs in the Law: 
forthe ſick, and 10t the 'whole needeth the phyfecian'; And their guilr 
may bertonghtto be of knowledge alſo, more then of 1gno- 
rante; forrheRichonely and Ringleaders of formertimes,and 


_ eibtthe Poor, ate hitherto pardoned , till the Kings hearc, as an 
Angel of God ,do forget all the conceived infirmities of-his - 
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goorh-aaxeed people, in the way his Royal wiſdom ſhall chink 


In the like condition with the Pardoned, are the Heirs. and 
Children of them that are dead : for albeit. by death, their. fa- 
thers perſonal reproach doth ceaſe , yer inthe children of thoſe 
parents , does their ſhame ſtill remaw with, the reſt that are li- 
ving in the world, till their former ways be juſtified by upright- 
neſs and integrity of heart, whatever be the profeſſed repen- 
tance, or contrary preſent a&ings of the one, or the other, (by 
the changed face of providences, intmnes of 4.new beaver and 
a new earth) and their undeſerved refle&ions, and forſakings of 
their firſt friends, of whoſe ſimplicity of heart, and honeſt mea 


ning and weakne(s ( to their utter-ruine this day ) they before 


made uſe, and ſerved themſelves by, in the time of their former 
deportments for theſe aflerted publike ends. | 

hat return can you make to your Country , who thus have 
aſſembled you at the command of cheir Prince, when you clear 
not his countenance to them in his perſwafion of their former 
Loyalty, nor vindicate by Declaration, and Juſtice npon the 
wicked, the honour of. your Nation amongſt men ? - And who 
knows whether you arenot met together for ſuch a day as this, 
and therein toreſtore.the periſhed, and relieve the diſtreſſed by 
your Pablike Faith, and preferve the honour of your Nation 


from the unjuſt opprobry of Fides Publica fides. Punica, and the 


credit of Goſpel-Reformation from fraud, deceit and opprefſi- 
on 2 We 


_ Elſe be affured, if you altogether hold your peace at this 
time, enlargement and deliverance from this unjuſt infamy by 


wicked men, and ſufferings of the fimple in-eſtate , ſhall riſe to 
Scotland from another = 3 but you and your fathers houſes 
may be deſtroyed : And in the mean time, the uprightne(s 
of Scotlands heart , and honeſt loyal meaning to God and 
their Soveraign Lord the King , in their reſpe&ive bounds and 
relations, with ſubordination of the one to the other (notwith- 
ſanding of all obloquie; contradi&ion, calumny and detraftion 


by Nations or fingle perſons) is; and ſhall be ſealed up, firm and 


ſure in heaven, before the Lord the ſearcher of all hearts, and his 


holy Angels ; To the praiſe of his truth and righteouſneb, pron 
| a. | -S 
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the comfort and rejoycing of every good Chriſtian and Subje& 


there, at the day of their death and particular Judgement, be- 
fore the Tribunal of Chriſt, and at the Great day of the Lord, 
when every man ſhall receive his reward,according to his works 
donein the fleſh. And that Publike Faith co the upright-heart- 
ed people in the work , ( albeit at this time alſo, negle&ed by 
you ) ſhall be to their poſterity, the harveſt of their faith upon 
earth ; Peace and inward confolations ſhall be ſown for the righ- 
teous, Whatever be their outward troubles and necefſlicies ; And 
ſome time or other, their horn ſhall be exalted, for the grace 
of their ſimplicity of heart , all along the way , for a juſt and 


diſcreet Reformation of Religion , and ſure eſtabliſhmene of - 


Royal Anthority in the houſe of David, while Sun and Moon 
endureth, upon the pillars of Truth, Juſtice, Righteouſneſs and 
Mercy: | 
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